
August 28, 2018 
A meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on August 28, 

2018, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Jennifer Bowles, Kathy Lawson 

and Chad Martin. Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City 

Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Deputy 

Police Chief Rob Fincher, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, Circuit Court Clerk Ashby 

Pritchett, Community Development Susan McCulloch, and Finance Director Linda Conover.    

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order.  Following the Pledge to the American Flag 

and invocation by Mayor Teague, Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Circuit Court Clerk Ashby R. Pritchett issues Oath of Office to newly appointed Council 

Member James N. Woods – Mayor Teague introduced Circuit Court Clerk Ashby Pritchett and 

new Council Member James Woods.  Pritchett issued the Oath of Office to Woods.   

 

Consider approval of minutes from the August 14, 2018 Council Meeting, August 16, 

2018 Council Meeting and the August 20, 2018 Council Meeting – Council Member Bowles 

made a motion to approve the minutes as presented; Council Member Lawson seconded the 

motion with all  members voting in favor. 

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period July 1-

September 30, 2018 – City Manager Towarnicki explained that employees were recognized for 

their service and received certificates Monday morning.  Mayor Teague read the list and 

thanked those employees for the dedication.  
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Read and present a proclamation honoring George W. Lester II – Mayor Teague 

explained the Mr. Lester was under the weather and was not feeling well enough to attend.  

Jim O’Bryan accepted the proclamation and a Key to the City on Mr. Lester’s behalf.  Mayor 

Teague read the proclamation and detailed some of Mr. Lester’s actions that benefitted the 

community over the years. Mr. O’Bryan thanked council on Mr. Lester’s behalf, stating that 

Mr. Lester is a unique, generous individual.   

 

Consider approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the Martinsville-Henry 

County Family YMCA regarding contracting for services related to City Parks and Recreation 

programs – City Manager Towarnicki explained that this concept has been discussed 

numerous times over the past 10-15 years to provide a more efficient service.  The former 

Parks and Recreation programmer moved to the City’s Purchasing department, leaving the 

position vacant.  Allowing the YMCA to handle services related to the City Parks and 
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Recreation programs would be a good option for both the YMCA as well as the City.  It will cost 

the City $50,000per year for the contract to have the YMCA run the Parks and Recreation 

department as the City has done up to this point.  Brad Kinkema said the YMCA is excited to 

take over the program; they have always had a good relationship with the City and the County. 

Towarnicki explained that contracting with the YMCA will save the City $35,000-$40,000 per 

year and would be beneficial for the YMCA also.  Kinkema introduced Courtney Jones who will 

be the program contact through the YMCA. The City website will be updated for residents to 

easily find information. Park rentals will be handled by the Public Works department and 

canoe rentals will be handled by the City Reservoir. The YMCA will have a more flexible 

schedule since the front desk is open from 5:30am-9:00pm daily. Council Member Bowles 

made a motion to approve the MOU; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all 

council voting in favor. 

 

Consider adoption of a resolution setting the allocation percentage for personal property 

tax relief for qualifying vehicles in the City of Martinsville for tax year 2018 – Commissioner of 

Revenue Ruth Easley detailed the need for the annual resolution and provided background of 

the PPTRA ordinance. Easley requested that Council adopt the resolution provided.  Council 

Member Lawson made a motion to adopt the resolution, Council Member Woods seconded the 

motion with the following roll call:  Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council 

Member Woods, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye. 
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Consider setting a public hearing on a request by Planning Commission for a Zoning 

Text Amendment to modify the requirements of the Architectural Review Board’s membership 

– Susan McCulloch of the Community Development department detailed the requirements for 

the Architectural Review Board and what changes the Planning Commission requests.  The 

Planning Commission approved the attached Zoning Text Amendment and requests Council to 

approve those changes.  City Attorney Monday said the hearing could not be advertised in time 

to add to the next Council Meeting, it will need to be held September 25, 2018.  Council 

Member Lawson made a motion to set the public hearing on September 25, 2018 Council 

meeting, Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all council voting in favor. 
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Hear information regarding the Virginia Commission on Local Government’s Draft 

Report on Annexation Alternatives and consider submitting written comments for the public 

hearing process – City Manager Towarnicki detailed the process to submit additional 



August 28, 2018 
comments by Martinsville City Council that would be added to the comments already 

included.  Mayor Teague said he felt it important to comment City Council’s support for some 

specific recommendations already in place.  City Attorney Monday suggested a Council 

representative attend the public hearing in Staunton. Mayor Teague recommended a possible 

work session for September to discuss updated numbers and asked the City Manager to look 

into potential dates.     

 

Consider approval of Consent Agenda - Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with 

all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – Brian Burgess, 1109 A Street expressed concern with turning 

over the Parks and Recreation to the YMCA and the opportunity for the YMCA to increase the 

fees for families that already struggle to pay those costs.  City Manager Towarnicki explained 

that was a topic of discussion when the agreement was being discussed, however the YMCA is 

aware that an increase in fees will reduce the amount of participation.  It has been written in 

the agreement that the YMCA can only charge what is comparable to surrounding areas.  

Burgess expressed concern about the majority of referees being from the County and how 

those officials tend to be partial to the County teams over the City teams.  Teague explained 

that the agreement is not a permanent contract and asked that Burgess contact Council 

Members with his concerns if they continue.  Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street said he was 

surprised that the news stations have reported that Mr. Boaz would be arrested to prevent him 

from fleeing the country.  City Attorney Monday explained that it is not a “gag order” and the 

City is allowed to discuss details with the media.  Harris suggests that Council do their 

research to find out who released information to the media.      

Comments by members of City Council – Vice Mayor Martin said he is happy to have 

Council Member Woods serving on Council.  Martin thanked Woods family for their support 

and sacrifice for his service.  Martin expressed that residents should have taken better 

advantage of the Town Hall meeting and the Lieutenant Governor’s visit to the community.  
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Council Member Bowles said it is a pleasure to serve with Council Member Woods.  Bowles 

congratulated the Salvation Army Open House for the Pathways of Hope project. Council 

Member Lawson said she thought it was a good Town Hall meeting with good conversation. 

Lawson welcomed Woods to City Council and looks forward to working with him.  The flags 

will by flying in the City on Monday for Labor Day.  Bowles, Lawson and City Manager 

Towarnicki attended the 2018 Business Appreciation luncheon.  Danny Wulff, 

Owner/Operator or Chick-fil-A gave a good speech and several businesses were recognized 

including Mr. Haley of Uptown Pinball who was voted Business of the Year.  Mayor Teague 

welcomed Woods also and offered his support in anyway needed.  Council Member Woods 

thanked Council for appointing him and praised Council Members for their dedication and 

service.  He is already being inundated with emails and information.  Woods said the Council 

Members want to see the City succeed; Service above Self.  Woods thanked his wife, his 

children, his friends and his family and he looks forward to serving. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said during the business 

luncheon, the young professional of the year would now be known as Campbell/Lester award.  

Labor Day is Monday so City Hall will be closed.  Cherokee paving is being bid and the goal is 

for that road to be paved within two weeks. Towarnicki referenced a handout he provided to 

Council at the beginning of the meeting.  Since the most recent neighborhood tour, he has 

been looking for ideas to interact better with residents and other City departments.  Andy Lash 

has created a program, which would include the refuse department documenting any areas of 

concern in the neighborhoods as they make their rounds. When the driver recognizes an issue, 

he can touch a button, which captures the exact coordinates of the concern, date, etc., and 

the program will generate an email, which will be automatically sent to the appropriate 

department.  There are additional fields within the program where that department can 

document follow-up and resolution details. Council questioned whether this type program 

could be customized for residential use also.  

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made the motion to adjourn 

the meeting; motion was seconded by Council Member Lawson with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:51pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   

 


